
February 2019 

St. Ann of the Dunes Parish Synod Action Plan 

St. Ann’s has been an active participant in the First Diocesan Synod.  Per the direction of the 
Diocese of Gary, St. Ann’s assembled a parish planning team, which was asked to reflect on 8 
ecclesial areas and identify actions that may help them achieve new fruit, solve challenges, 
and build upon existing efforts to fulfill the vision of the first synod and the mission of the 
Church over the next 3 years.  During this reflection period, the parish planning team met 
with parishioners, Father John, a Diocesan representative and Bishop Hying to discuss these 
ecclesial areas and further its synod implementation efforts.  The result was a parish action 
plan which identified 3 ecclesial areas that the planning team determined should be the 
parish’s biggest priority over the next 3 years.   

St. Ann’s is committed to focusing its efforts on these 3 critical areas, outlined below, in 
order to fulfill the vision of the First Diocesan Synod and foster the New Evangelization in our 
church.  If you would like to help with any of these areas, please contact the parish office. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming Catholics 
Home 

St. Ann’s will more actively develop 
social media to encourage existing 
and potential parishioners to 
renew their faith through a greater 
outreach.  St. Ann’s will also 
continue to offer various social 
events to emphasize the strength 
of our parish community. 

Upgrade and maintain the St. 
Ann’s website 

Father John is currently obtaining 
quotes from multiple web design 
and development companies to 
upgrade the user interface, and a 
parishioner has volunteered to take 
pictures at various parish events 
for posting on the new website. 

Create accounts/profiles on 
social media   

The parish will create a Facebook 
page and explore other social 
media outlets such as Instagram 
and Twitter. 

Nurturing the Domestic 
Church 

St. Ann’s will continue to offer events 
to promote fellowship in our parish 
community.  St. Ann’s will also 
continue to support single parents, 
divorced Catholics and nontraditional 
families through events and programs 
organized by St. Ann’s in collaboration 
with other local larger parishes. 

Maintain and further develop 
food and faith events   

The parish will continue to offer and 
expand upon the events that draw 
parishioners together for fellowship, 
including treats after 10 a.m. mass, 
pancake breakfast, pizza lunch, chili 
lunch, movie nights, Oktoberfest, and 
the Easter egg hunt. 

Continue to support single 
parents, divorced Catholics and 

nontraditional families  

St. Ann’s will continue to inform and 
invite parishioners to the St. Pat’s 
bereavement program and the St. 
Paul’s troubled marriages program. 

Feeding Our  
Spirituality 

St. Ann’s will continue to feed its 
parishioners spiritually with programs 
that enhance knowledge of their 
faith, and will encourage a stronger 
connection between faith and prayer 
by providing opportunities to teach 
the fundamentals of prayer and the 
Church. 

Continue to offer Bible study 
classes 

St. Ann’s will maintain and expand 
upon the two separate Bible study 
sessions that it offers (each 
comprising 10 individual lessons of 
conferences). 

Continue to offer multiple 
opportunities that encourage 

prayer and worship   

St. Ann’s will continue to sponsor 
Lenten speakers, provide the Rosary 
and Benediction for adults and 
children, hold the Stations of the 
Cross during Lent, and offer a 
seasonal Children’s choir during the 
Christmas season. 



UPDATE 

March 2019 

 

St. Ann of the Dunes Parish Synod Action Plan 

 As previously outlined last month, the St. Ann’s Synod planning team identified the 

three ecclesial areas of evangelization, marriage and family, and sacraments, 

prayer and worship as the parish’s biggest priority for the next 3 years. 

Below please find an update to St. Ann’s Synod implementation efforts in each of 

those ecclesial areas.   

If you would like to help with any of these areas, please contact the parish office. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcoming Catholics 

Home 

St. Ann’s will more actively 
develop social media to 
encourage existing and potential 
parishioners to renew their faith 
through a greater outreach.  St. 
Ann’s will also continue to offer 
various social events to 
emphasize the strength of our 
parish community. 
 
Update on website project: 

         

A web design company has been 
retained, and is currently working 
with Father John and the parish 
office to update the parish’s 
website design and improve the 
user interface.  A volunteer 
parishioner has been taking 
pictures at various parish events 
for posting on the new website.  
Other parishioners have been 
sending in pictures from past 
events as well. 
 

Nurturing the Domestic 

Church 

St. Ann’s will continue to offer events 
to promote fellowship in our parish 
community.  St. Ann’s will also 
continue to support single parents, 
divorced Catholics and nontraditional 
families through events and programs 
organized by St. Ann’s in 
collaboration with other local larger 
parishes. 
 
Update on food and faith events: 
   

The Parish Life commission has begun 
planning the Easter egg hunt, which 
will be held after the Easter Sunday 
10 a.m. mass. 
In lieu of its annual membership 
drive, the St. Ann’s Guild is 
sponsoring an outing for choir 
members and additional parishioners 
to a Taize Prayer Service at Ascension 
Catholic Church in Oak Park, IL.  The 
spirit of Taize is an ecumenical form 
of prayer modeled after the Taize 
community (a Christian monastic 
community of brothers).  
Transporation  to and from the 
service will be provided. 

 

Feeding Our  

Spirituality 

St. Ann’s will continue to feed its 

parishioners spiritually with programs 

that enhance knowledge of their 

faith, and will encourage a stronger 

connection between faith and prayer 

by providing opportunities to teach 

the fundamentals of prayer and the 

Church. 

Update on prayer and worship:   

The Christian Education and 

Formation commission has once 

again sponsored Lenten speakers 

during this Lenten season, currently 

scheduled for March 10, March 24, 

March 31 and April 7.   

The parish offered its first annual 

Welcome Back mass for CCD 

students and families in the Fall of 

2018, and will do so again for the Fall 

of 2019.  

The parish is planning for another 

graduation mass to be held in May, 

honoring high school and college 

graduates. 
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