
Saint Ann of the Dunes  

Haiti Mission 2018 
 
Chris Cattani is heading back to Haiti to help out Sr. Marcella. 
 

Many changes have taken place at the project, most recently the repairing of the 
school that had been damaged in one of last year's hurricanes.  Because of this 
damage, the school had been closed. Local gangs took this opportunity to steal the 
food supplies that are generously provided to school children by another organization.  
With the school closed, Sr. Marcella had to pay tuition for her students to be enrolled in 
local private schools since there is no public school system in Haiti. 

Discrimination was painfully obvious during her attempts to enroll orphanage 
children and children from Whaf Jérémie. They were refused enrollment because of 
crippling handicaps or simply because of their status as residents of Warf Jérémie. 
Simplistic criticisms of grooming, dress and behaviors were cited as reasons for 
denying enrolment.   At one school the children were not even allowed to exit the bus in 
order to take the entrance exam simply because they came from the orphanage. 

   As a result, and due to the very important questions regarding the future of 
 orphans reaching an age where they can no longer reside at the orphanage, Sr. Marcella, 
 sponsored by two Italian philanthropic organizations, is embarking on the next phase of her 
 work: investing in their future by assisting select orphans to further their education in Italy.  

Please take a look at an Italian documentary presenting Sr. Marcella’s vision 
(translated from the original Italian):  Haiti meets Assisi.  This documentary about the 
project spells out her journey in Haiti.  A printout is posted on our church bulletin board 
and soon to be available on the parish website. 

Through it, Sr. Marcella outlines the need for the orphans to be able to survive in 
a harsh Haitian economy upon their  “graduation” from the orphanage.  Unfortunately, 
without recognized education by the wealthier class in Haiti, the only alternative for 
these young people is the gang lifestyle so prevalent throughout Haiti.  Education in 
another country would afford the opportunity for them to be hired into jobs that have 
advancement and future. 

 

On the reverse side you will see pictures of the church, "Our Lady Queen of 
Peace".  The renderings of holy images on the walls were painted by a local artist, Mr. 
Pin, who has undertaken this project.  It further highlights for the people in Wharf 
Jérémie the reason Sr. Marcella is there.  She wants them to understand that Christ is 
the primary focus of her work and the work of those who support her.  

  
Thanks to the continuing donations from our parish, Sr. Marcella is able to fund 

projects and to provide needed supplies and services that unexpectedly surface 
throughout the year that are not covered in her ordinary budget, for example, the 
unexpected rebuilding of the school roof.   

As always, St. Ann’s parishioners contributions are greatly appreciated. Our 
support will help Sr. Marcella to provide the needed financial help to the nearly 200 
children of the orphanage, and the 450+ children from the neighborhood whom Sister is 
supporting only through charity.  

 

Please use the “Haiti Mission” envelope included in your boxed sets or those on 
the missal carts in the vestibule. 

 

As always, May God Bless you for your generosity... 
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HAITI MISSION UPDATE – 2016 

 With the help of generous parishioners and friends of St. Ann of the Dunes, we have 
been able to continue to assist Sr. Marcella Catozza with her project in Wharf Jérémie. 

 Since the earthquake in early 2010, a newly built clinic became the center for many 
programs that benefit the poor living in the surrounding area.  The local leadership has 
named it Vilaj Italyen, www.vilajitalyen.org. 

 There is a daily clinic, malnutrition program, milk/formula program for infants whose 
mothers are unable to adequately feed them, and vaccination program.  Prenatal care and 
an urgent care clinic have been established. There is a pre-school/daycare and regular 
school both of which are completely free to the families and that provide two meals a day 
to the children. Kay Pe' Gius, an orphanage built in 2013,is now home to 113 children.  Sr. 
Marcella employs about 100 local people to maintain the project.  

 I return to Haiti periodically to visit the project and help where I can.  Our parish is 
not just a means of support for Sr. Marcella, we have become her friends.  As always, we 
seek your financial support, and we guarantee that 100% of all donations are used to help 
the poor in Wharf Jérémie.  None are used for travel or administrative expenses. 

 Thank you in advance for your continued generous support,  

Chris Cattani 

 


